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CIA, NSA helped FBI spy on Americans

By Ryan LoveLAcE

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

The FBI revealed how the bureau uses
the CIA and National Security Agency
to probe the private lives of Americans
without a warrant in its updated rule
book, which is the first version made
public since the Obama administration.

The handbook, rewritten in 2021,
confirms a decade-old leak showcasing
the bureau’s collaboration with the CIA
and NSA for FBI probes that may involve
surveillance without court orders against
people not accused of any crimes. Such
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Updated version of rules confirms old
leak of collaboration with agencies

probes are known as “assessments” at
the FBIL.

The revelations will fuel critics who
have long accused the FBI of abusing its
national security surveillance powers.

The FBI's partnership with US. in-
telligence agencies that are focused on
foreign threats is expected to get intense
scrutiny from the new Republican-run
Congress. The House Permanent Select

Committee on Intelligence and House Ju-
diciary Committee are digging into how
intelligence agencies target Americans.
Plans include a new panel to examine the
weaponization of the federal government
against US. citizens.

New information about the FBI’s
work with other federal agencies and
state and local officials is included in the
906-page rule book authored during the

Trump administration and revised under
President Biden. The bureau published
the updated Domestic Investigations and
Operations Guide online after rejecting
requests to make it public.

The words CIA and NSA are unre-
dacted in section 20.2 of the 2021 rule
book, while the full details of the sec-
tion remain hidden from public view. A
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» New House panel to probe
FBI censoring efforts. A4
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leaked 2011 copy of the FBIs rule book
without redactions obtained by The
Intercept shows that section 20.2 cov-
ers name trace requests, which involve
formal FBI requests for other agencies
to conduct searches of their records
regarding subjects of interest.

Information obtained by CIA and
NSA searches of their records may be
used in assessments and predicated
investigations, according to the leaked
2011 rule book.

The FBI assessments are investiga-
tions of people and groups that do not
require accusations of wrongdoing and
need only an “authorized purpose” and a
clear objective, according to the 2021 rule
book. The investigations are intended to
prevent federal crimes, protect against
threats to national security or collect
foreign intelligence.

Cato Institute senior fellow Patrick
Eddington said the updated rule book
shows that the FBI is confident that
it will not face consequences for its
conduct.

“The bureau is continuing to hide
the fact that 1) they can and clearly do
use informants to penetrate domestic
civil society organizations where those
informants may, either on their own or
at FBI direction, attempt to influence the
organization’s actions,” Mr. Eddington
said in an email. “And 2) [they] employ
searches of CIA and NSA data streams
on US. persons or civil society organi-
zations absent a criminal predicate via
assessments.”

Mr. Eddington said both practices
should be prohibited by law and Con-
gress will have a chance to do that this
year.

The NSA declined to comment and
referred questions to the FBI, which also
refused to comment.

The CIA said it follows the rules and
respects Americans’ privacy.

“CIA recognizes and takes very se-
riously our obligation to respect the
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A new House committee will in-
vestigate the FBI's effort to censor and
ban conservative Twitter users and will
examine the Justice Department’s probe
of “threats” from parents who spoke out
at school board meetings.

The Select Subcommittee on the
Weaponization of the Federal Govern-
ment is one of two new panels House
Republicans voted to create on Tuesday,
their second full day governing in the
majority.

And in the first bipartisan vote of the
new Congress, lawmakers approved a
new committee that will examine U.S.-
China competition and ways to push
back against the threat of the Chinese
Communist Party’s advancement.

Both panels correspond with GOP
campaign promises to hold the federal
government accountable and develop
a plan to combat the dangers of the
advancing CCP.

Only Republicans voted in favor
of creating the panel to examine the
behavior of the FBI and DOJ, which
followed revelations, exposed by new
Twitter owner Elon Musk, that the
bureau was pushing the social media

giant to censor conservative voices on
the platform.

Revelations in a series of “Tiwitter
Files” exposed that the FBI paid the
company $3 million to diminish mainly
conservative voices on the site.

The new panel will also examine
other instances where the Justice De-
partment, which oversees the FBI, may
have overstepped its authority and
perhaps violated the civil liberties of
American citizens.

Republicans who endorsed the panel
on the House floor Tuesday cited ques-
tionable FBI conduct ranging from
pressuring social media to suppress
the news story about the incriminat-
ing contents on Hunter Biden’s laptop
to efforts to shut down social media
debate over COVID-19 lockdowns and
vaccine mandates.

“We owe it to the American people
to reveal the rot within our federal
government and put it out so that it
can no longer harm everyday Ameri-
cans,” said Rep. Dan Bishop, North
Carolina Republican. “Today we're
putting the deep state on notice. We're
coming for you. On behalf of everyday
Americans.”

Republicans also plan to examine
the Justice Department’s investigation

of frustrated parents who spoke out
at school board meetings over lock-
downs, mask mandates, “woke” cur-
riculum and policies on transgender
students. Attorney General Merrick
Garland in October 2021 ordered a
federal probe of the heated parental
involvement, describing it as “a dis-
turbing spike in harassment, intimida-
tion and threats of violence” against
school officials.

Democrats opposed the creation of
the government weaponization com-
mittee. Rep. Jim McGovern of Mas-
sachusetts called the new panel “a
deranged ploy by the MAGA extrem-
ists to push their far-right conspiracy
theories.”

Judiciary Committee Chairman Jim
Jordan, an Ohio Republican who will
oversee the special investigatory panel,
told Mr. McGovern during the floor de-
bate that the committee will be focused
on examining the government’s attack
on the First Amendment after hearing
from dozens of FBI whistleblowers who
have come forward to complain about
the bureau’s actions and the direction
it is taking.

“It's not a ploy when the Department
of Justice treats parents as terrorists,
moms and dads simply showing up

Committees to probe FBI's abuse of power, fight China’s advance

at a school board meeting to advocate
for their son or daughter,” Mr. Jordan
said. “It’s not a ploy when the FBI pays
Tiwitter $3 million to censor American
citizens”

The bill passed 221-211 without a
single yes vote from Democrats.

The creation of the China panel won
the support of all Republicans and 146
of the 211 Democrats who voted on
Tuesday.

Rep. Mike Gallagher, a Wisconsin
Republican and leading China hawk in
the chamber, will head the panel.

Mr. Gallagher and Rep. Raja Krish-
namoorthi, an Illinois Democrat, sent
aletter to ESPN this week complaining
that the network is allowing Chinese-
owned TikTok to sponsor the halftime
shows at NCAA football bowl games
despite the app’s known security risk.

Mr. Gallagher said Tuesday that his
new panel will work on ways to expose
and stop Chinese theft of intellectual
property and the poisoning of Ameri-
cans with deadly fentanyl produced
in China.

“The CCP does not pose a danger
to just Republicans or Democrats — it
seeks to harm all Americans,” Mr. Galla-
gher said. “And we are going to counter
this danger with a united front”

privacy and civil liberties of U.S. persons
in the conduct of our vital national secu-
rity mission, and conducts our activities
in compliance with US. law, Executive
Order 12333, and our Attorney General
guidelines,” the CIA said in a statement
to The Times.

Assessments have faced bipartisan
scrutiny in recent years, and the bureau’s
internal audits dating to 2013 have shown
agents’ repeated failures to follow rules
for sensitive investigations.

The FBI’s use of assessments con-
tributed to worries that agents are
investigating Americans because of
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their ideologies, politics or religious
beliefs. The conservative Concerned
Women for America, a New York
chapter of the League of Women Vot-
ers, and the Muslim Justice League in
Massachusetts are among the groups
swept up in FBI assessments, ac-
cording to records obtained by Mr.
Eddington.

The FBI revealed in 2021 that there
was nothing to pursue at Concerned
Women for America after conducting an
assessment in 2016. In December 2021,
the bureau told Sen. Chuck Grassley,
Towa Republican, that it did not need to

explain its probe of the group.

The FBI’s use of assessments drew
additional congressional attention from
the House last year. Reps. Nancy Mace,
South Carolina Republican, and Jamie
Raskin, Maryland Democrat, pressed
the Government Accountability Office
to conduct a comprehensive review of
the bureau’s assessments.

The bipartisan duo said the FBI
may have wrongly used assessments to
conduct investigations without factual
predicates of criminal wrongdoing.
They wanted to know whether the
assessments involved the monitoring

of constitutionally protected activity.

The bureau’s decision to unveil
aspects of its work with the CIA and
NSA inits 2021 rule book indicates that
it has teamed with those intelligence
agencies on assessments for more than
10 years.

The Cato Institute sued the FBI
for access to government records and
pressed the bureau to reveal its rule
book before the FBI published it online
this fall. Mr. Eddington said his team
plans to file challenges to the informa-
tion that the FBI is keeping hidden in
its updated rule book.
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