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BY VALERIE RICHARDSON

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

The nation’s book-loving library 
patrons should expect to see more of 
Kirk Cameron.

The Christian actor and former 
teen star is making plans to read 
his children’s book “As You Grow” 
at public libraries across the nation 
after igniting a cultural backlash with 
overfl ow crowds at his fi rst appear-
ances last month in Indianapolis and 
in Scarsdale, New York.

Mr. Cameron’s next reading 
is scheduled for Saturday at the 

Placentia Library in Orange County, 
California, according to publisher 
Brave Books. What’s driving the read-
ings, he said, is popular demand for 
the book’s traditional, faith-based 
message.

“The public plea to come to their 
communities has been overwhelming 
for us, and so I’m trying to do my best 
to answer the call,” Mr. Cameron told 
The Washington Times. “We’re going 
to try to go to as many of these librar-
ies as possible across the West Coast 
and the East Coast and the heartland: 
Chicago, Denver, Portland, Seattle, 
San Francisco, Philadelphia. We want 

to go to as many of them as we can.”
For Mr. Cameron, selling books is 

beside the point. His aim is to counter 
the cultural drift to the left in a “fi ght 
for the hearts and minds of our kids.”

“Why do you think drag queens 
are touring the country speaking at 
public libraries to 3-year-olds? Well, 
there’s only one reason. It’s because 
people understand that whoever gets 
to tell the stories to children controls 
the future,” he said. “Parents are now 
realizing God gave our children to 
us, not to government institutions or 
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BY RYAN LOVELACE

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

The FBI revealed how the bureau uses 
the CIA and National Security Agency 
to probe the private lives of Americans 
without a warrant in its updated rule 
book, which is the fi rst version made 
public since the Obama administration.

The handbook, rewritten in 2021, 
confi rms a decade-old leak showcasing 
the bureau’s collaboration with the CIA 
and NSA for FBI probes that may involve 
surveillance without court orders against 
people not accused of any crimes. Such 

probes are known as “assessments” at 
the FBI.

The revelations will fuel critics who 
have long accused the FBI of abusing its 
national security surveillance powers.

The FBI’s partnership with U.S. in-
telligence agencies that are focused on 
foreign threats is expected to get intense 
scrutiny from the new Republican-run 
Congress. The House Permanent Select 

Committee on Intelligence and House Ju-
diciary Committee are digging into how 
intelligence agencies target Americans. 
Plans include a new panel to examine the 
weaponization of the federal government 
against U.S. citizens.

New information about the FBI’s 
work with other federal agencies and 
state and local offi  cials is included in the 
906-page rule book authored during the 

Trump administration and revised under 
President Biden. The bureau published 
the updated Domestic Investigations and 
Operations Guide online after rejecting 
requests to make it public.

The words CIA and NSA are unre-
dacted in section 20.2 of the 2021 rule 
book, while the full details of the sec-
tion remain hidden from public view. A 
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IN DEMAND: Actor Kirk Cameron drew an overfl ow crowd at the Indianapolis Public Library to read his children’s book 
“As You Grow.” He said woke libraries rejected his talks “about love, kindness, gentleness, faithfulness and self-control.”
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THE WASHINGTON TIMES

D.C. community leaders are enlisting 
the Sixth Commandment — “Thou Shalt 
Not Kill” — as part of a campaign to com-
bat a surge of violence that has claimed 
six lives to start the year, doubling the 
total from the same period last year.

Two teens are among those who 
have died in a rash of shootings that 
have sparked an outcry from frustrated 
leaders and parents, drawn crowds of 
concerned residents to a couple of town 
hall meetings and persuaded one group 
of activists to appeal to a heavenly power 
for help.

On Tuesday, the Anacostia Coordinat-
ing Council began distributing thousands 
of bright red posters emblazoned with 
the words “Thou Shalt Not Kill” at the 
Busboys and Poets location east of the 
Anacostia River.

The group’s social awareness cam-
paign, organizer Philip Pannell said, 
harks back to one orchestrated 30 years 
ago by then-at-large D.C. Council mem-
ber William Lightfoot during the height 
of the crack epidemic.

Although Mr. Pannell described the 
modern reprisal as more “spiritual” than 
biblical, he is promoting the message in 
hopes of snapping people out of numb-
ness to the killings in the District.

“One of the most dramatic examples 
of violence being desensitized is people 
who have information about homicides 
are not coming forward,” Mr. Pannell 
told The Washington Times. He noted 
that only 86 of the 203 homicides in the 
District last year were solved — a closure 
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SEOUL | Japan is assuming major diplomatic 
responsibilities this year, but it is the country’s 
just-announced overhaul of its military forces 
and security policy that is expected to take center 
stage as Prime Minister Fumio 
Kishida prepares for an unusu-
ally packed agenda when he 
meets with President Biden 
on Friday at the White House.

As Washington seeks to 
align its allies on dealing 
with Beijing, few capitals are 
responding as positively as 
Tokyo and few loom as large 
for Pentagon planners.

Japan’s rearmament, which 
Mr. Kishida laid out last month, is accelerating at 
a pace unmatched in the post-World War II era. 
Last month, the world’s third-richest nation an-
nounced that it would double defense spending to 
the NATO standard, 2% of gross domestic product, 
by 2028. Moreover, it announced the acquisition of 
a Tomahawk cruise-missile-based “counterstrike” 
capability from the U.S. for a military that was once 
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Republicans mobilized Tuesday to investigate 
the discovery of classifi ed government documents 
in an offi  ce once belonging to President Biden, who 
insisted he was just as surprised as they were by 
the revelation.

It was a messy day for Mr. Biden as he sought 
to reassure Americans that his legal team, the Na-
tional Archives and the Justice Department were 
handling the matter appropriately and that he didn’t 
do anything wrong.

After a day of dodging reporters’ questions about 
the documents, which date back to his time as vice 
president, Mr. Biden said he was caught off -guard 
when he was told about the discovery.

“I was briefed about the discovery and surprised 
to learn that there were any government records that 
were taken there to that offi  ce,” he told reporters 
in Mexico City, where he was attending the North 
American Leaders’ Summit. “But I don’t know 
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Rep. Matt Gaetz said now that 
House Speaker Kevin McCarthy 
has won the chamber’s top job, it’s 
unlikely that he or any of the other 
Republican rebels will try to eject 
him despite new rules making it 
much easier to toss out the speaker.

Mr. McCarthy will still face a 
threat to his leadership if he seeks 
retribution against those who tried 
to block him from wielding the gavel, 
Mr. Gaetz said, promising “mutually 
assured destruction” within the slim 
Republican majority.

Mr. Gaetz, the Florida Republican 
who led the rebellion, told The Wash-
ington Times that he believes none of 
the 20 conservatives who helped him 
try to prevent Mr. McCarthy from 
winning the gavel will make use of 
the rule that allows a single lawmaker 

to call up a vote to 
eject the speaker.

“It’s very un-
likely that the motion … will be used 
this Congress because it is in place,” 
Mr. Gaetz said in an interview. “Ev-
erybody is playing this hand with all 
their cards face up. Speaker McCarthy 
knows he has a four-seat majority.”

The reinstated rule was a top 

demand of Mr. Gaetz and a band 
of 19 other Republicans who held 
back their support for Mr. McCar-
thy, delaying his election to speaker 
for nearly fi ve days and leaving the 
House in a rare state of limbo.

Former Speaker Nancy Pelosi, 
California Democrat, got rid of 
the provision years ago, and the 
conservative holdouts rejected Mr. 
McCarthy’s initial off er that would 
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leaked 2011 copy of the FBI’s rule book 
without redactions obtained by The 
Intercept shows that section 20.2 cov-
ers name trace requests, which involve 
formal FBI requests for other agencies 
to conduct searches of their records 
regarding subjects of interest.

Information obtained by CIA and 
NSA searches of their records may be 
used in assessments and predicated 
investigations, according to the leaked 
2011 rule book.

The FBI assessments are investiga-
tions of people and groups that do not 
require accusations of wrongdoing and 
need only an “authorized purpose” and a 
clear objective, according to the 2021 rule 
book. The investigations are intended to 
prevent federal crimes, protect against 
threats to national security or collect 
foreign intelligence.

Cato Institute senior fellow Patrick 
Eddington said the updated rule book 
shows that the FBI is confi dent that 
it will not face consequences for its 
conduct.

“The bureau is continuing to hide 
the fact that 1) they can and clearly do 
use informants to penetrate domestic 
civil society organizations where those 
informants may, either on their own or 
at FBI direction, attempt to infl uence the 
organization’s actions,” Mr. Eddington 
said in an email. “And 2) [they] employ 
searches of CIA and NSA data streams 
on U.S. persons or civil society organi-
zations absent a criminal predicate via 
assessments.”

Mr. Eddington said both practices 
should be prohibited by law and Con-
gress will have a chance to do that this 
year.

The NSA declined to comment and 
referred questions to the FBI, which also 
refused to comment.

The CIA said it follows the rules and 
respects Americans’ privacy.

“CIA recognizes and takes very se-
riously our obligation to respect the 

privacy and civil liberties of U.S. persons 
in the conduct of our vital national secu-
rity mission, and conducts our activities 
in compliance with U.S. law, Executive 
Order 12333, and our Attorney General 
guidelines,” the CIA said in a statement 
to The Times.

Assessments have faced bipartisan 
scrutiny in recent years, and the bureau’s 
internal audits dating to 2013 have shown 
agents’ repeated failures to follow rules 
for sensitive investigations.

The FBI’s use of assessments con-
tributed to worries that agents are 
investigating Americans because of 

their ideologies, politics or religious 
beliefs. The conservative Concerned 
Women for America, a New York 
chapter of the League of Women Vot-
ers, and the Muslim Justice League in 
Massachusetts are among the groups 
swept up in FBI assessments, ac-
cording to records obtained by Mr. 
Eddington.

The FBI revealed in 2021 that there 
was nothing to pursue at Concerned 
Women for America after conducting an 
assessment in 2016. In December 2021, 
the bureau told Sen. Chuck Grassley, 
Iowa Republican, that it did not need to 

explain its probe of the group.
The FBI’s use of assessments drew 

additional congressional attention from 
the House last year. Reps. Nancy Mace, 
South Carolina Republican, and Jamie 
Raskin, Maryland Democrat, pressed 
the Government Accountability Offi  ce 
to conduct a comprehensive review of 
the bureau’s assessments.

The bipartisan duo said the FBI 
may have wrongly used assessments to 
conduct investigations without factual 
predicates of criminal wrongdoing. 
They wanted to know whether the 
assessments involved the monitoring 

of constitutionally protected activity.
The bureau’s decision to unveil 

aspects of its work with the CIA and 
NSA in its 2021 rule book indicates that 
it has teamed with those intelligence 
agencies on assessments for more than 
10 years.

The Cato Institute sued the FBI 
for access to government records and 
pressed the bureau to reveal its rule 
book before the FBI published it online 
this fall. Mr. Eddington said his team 
plans to fi le challenges to the informa-
tion that the FBI is keeping hidden in 
its updated rule book.
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A new House committee will in-
vestigate the FBI’s eff ort to censor and 
ban conservative Twitter users and will 
examine the Justice Department’s probe 
of “threats” from parents who spoke out 
at school board meetings.

The Select Subcommittee on the 
Weaponization of the Federal Govern-
ment is one of two new panels House 
Republicans voted to create on Tuesday, 
their second full day governing in the 
majority. 

And in the fi rst bipartisan vote of the 
new Congress, lawmakers approved a 
new committee that will examine U.S.-
China competition and ways to push 
back against the threat of the Chinese 
Communist Party’s advancement.

Both panels correspond with GOP 
campaign promises to hold the federal 
government accountable and develop 
a plan to combat the dangers of the 
advancing CCP.

Only Republicans voted in favor 
of creating the panel to examine the 
behavior of the FBI and DOJ, which 
followed revelations, exposed by new 
Twitter owner Elon Musk, that the 
bureau was pushing the social media 

giant to censor conservative voices on 
the platform. 

Revelations in a series of “Twitter 
Files” exposed that the FBI paid the 
company $3 million to diminish mainly 
conservative voices on the site.

The new panel will also examine 
other instances where the Justice De-
partment, which oversees the FBI, may 
have overstepped its authority and 
perhaps violated the civil liberties of 
American citizens.

Republicans who endorsed the panel 
on the House fl oor Tuesday cited ques-
tionable FBI conduct ranging from 
pressuring social media to suppress 
the news story about the incriminat-
ing contents on Hunter Biden’s laptop 
to eff orts to shut down social media 
debate over COVID-19 lockdowns and 
vaccine mandates. 

“We owe it to the American people 
to reveal the rot within our federal 
government and put it out so that it 
can no longer harm everyday Ameri-
cans,” said Rep. Dan Bishop, North 
Carolina Republican. “Today we’re 
putting the deep state on notice. We’re 
coming for you. On behalf of everyday 
Americans.”

Republicans also plan to examine 
the Justice Department’s investigation 

of frustrated parents who spoke out 
at school board meetings over lock-
downs, mask mandates, “woke” cur-
riculum and policies on transgender 
students. Attorney General Merrick 
Garland in October 2021 ordered a 
federal probe of the heated parental 
involvement, describing it as “a dis-
turbing spike in harassment, intimida-
tion and threats of violence” against 
school offi  cials.

Democrats opposed the creation of 
the government weaponization com-
mittee. Rep. Jim McGovern of Mas-
sachusetts called the new panel “a 
deranged ploy by the MAGA extrem-
ists to push their far-right conspiracy 
theories.”

Judiciary Committee Chairman Jim 
Jordan, an Ohio Republican who will 
oversee the special investigatory panel, 
told Mr. McGovern during the fl oor de-
bate that the committee will be focused 
on examining the government’s attack 
on the First Amendment after hearing 
from dozens of FBI whistleblowers who 
have come forward to complain about 
the bureau’s actions and the direction 
it is taking. 

“It’s not a ploy when the Department 
of Justice treats parents as terrorists, 
moms and dads simply showing up 

at a school board meeting to advocate 
for their son or daughter,” Mr. Jordan 
said. “It’s not a ploy when the FBI pays 
Twitter $3 million to censor American 
citizens.”

The bill passed 221-211 without a 
single yes vote from Democrats. 

The creation of the China panel won 
the support of all Republicans and 146 
of the 211 Democrats who voted on 
Tuesday. 

Rep. Mike Gallagher, a Wisconsin 
Republican and leading China hawk in 
the chamber, will head the panel.

Mr. Gallagher and Rep. Raja Krish-
namoorthi, an Illinois Democrat, sent 
a letter to ESPN this week complaining 
that the network is allowing Chinese-
owned TikTok to sponsor the halftime 
shows at NCAA football bowl games 
despite the app’s known security risk. 

Mr. Gallagher said Tuesday that his 
new panel will work on ways to expose 
and stop Chinese theft of intellectual 
property and the poisoning of Ameri-
cans with deadly fentanyl produced 
in China. 

“The CCP does not pose a danger 
to just Republicans or Democrats — it 
seeks to harm all Americans,” Mr. Galla-
gher said. “And we are going to counter 
this danger with a united front.”

Committees to probe FBI’s abuse of power, fi ght China’s advance

to drag queens. So we need to tell them 
the stories. We need to teach them about 
faith and virtue and moral character.”

He said “these are the things that lead 
to blessing and freedom and prosperity.”

Mr. Cameron is on his library tour 
during a popular rise in drag queen story 
hours, which were started in San Fran-
cisco in 2015 to combat bigotry, promote 
diversity and give children “glamorous, 
positive and unabashedly queer role 
models,” according to the Drag Story 
Hour website.

Jonathan Hamilt, Drag Story Hour’s 
executive director, said he has discour-
aged the group’s supporters from pro-
testing at Mr. Cameron’s readings or 
leaving disparaging comments on his 
social media accounts.

“Our mission and our vision are to 
focus on our own programming, and 
we’re not here to mess with Kirk or what 
he’s doing,” Mr. Hamilt said.

Brave Books rented public meeting 
rooms in Indianapolis and Scarsdale 
after more than 50 public libraries ig-
nored or rejected requests to host Mr. 
Cameron, though they had sponsored 
drag queen readings.

The response was enormous. Mr. 
Cameron gave two readings at both 
libraries to accommodate crowds that 
far exceeded the capacity of the meet-
ing rooms.

Public libraries may decide which 
readings to sponsor but may not deny 
access to meeting rooms “even to indi-
viduals or groups that are considered 
off ensive or controversial,” the Scarsdale 
library said in a statement about Mr. 
Cameron’s reading.

“Because it’s illegal to stop me or 
anybody from coming, they have to allow 
you to be able to rent some private space 
in the library. So that’s what they did,” Mr. 
Cameron said. “They let us rent a room 
in the back of the [Indianapolis] library 
on the sixth fl oor. I think what they 
didn’t expect was to have 2,500 people 
fi ll that fl oor and other fl oors, and line 
up outside the door.”

The Indianapolis library disputed the 
publisher’s estimate of 2,500 people and 

put the fi gure at 750. Either way, the at-
tendance exceeded expectations.

“I don’t think any of us really realized 
how strongly this message of wanting to 
return to biblical wisdom and the fruit 
of the spirit was going to resonate in 
the hearts of these moms and dads,” Mr. 
Cameron said.

He said his book, the story of a seed 
that grows into a giant tree, “should not 
be controversial.”

“We’re talking about teaching chil-
dren about love, kindness, gentleness, 
faithfulness and self-control, and yet 
we were denied by over 50 woke librar-
ies who have hosted drag queen story 
hours,” Mr. Cameron said.

For Mr. Cameron, 52, the unconven-
tional book tour represents the latest 

pivot in a life lived largely in the public 
eye. He started with small roles as a child 
actor before becoming a teen sensation 
as a star of the ABC sitcom “Growing 
Pains.”

He has since appeared mainly in 
Christian fi lms such as “Fireproof” and 
the “Left Behind” series. He and his 
wife, Chelsea Noble, have six children, 
four of whom are adopted, and started 
Camp Firefl y, a camp for seriously ill 
children and their families outside 
Atlanta.

Mr. Cameron said people attending 
his reading in Scarsdale thanked him for 
venturing into their solidly blue state.

“We were just greeted by an over-
whelming fl ood of loving, caring grand-
parents and concerned moms and dads 

and patriots, who said, ‘Thank you for 
coming, thank you for not overlooking 
us here in New York,’” Mr. Cameron 
said. “People pass us by thinking that 
we want all this woke garbage, and we 
don’t. We stand with you. We want what 
you’re bringing.’”

A few protesters have attended Mr. 
Cameron’s library events, but Mr. Hamilt 
said such demonstrations could backfi re.

“We’re not going to feed the fl ame 
of helping right-wing media create this 
narrative that we lost against Kirk or 
something silly,” Mr. Hamilt said. “He’s 
able to reserve a room in the library like 
anyone else, and he can read his book, 
and that’s fi ne. We’re still doing our 
programming.”

Brave Books has encouraged others to 

hold readings at public libraries as part 
of its Brave Story Hour initiative and has 
off ered to provide discounted books and 
other support.

Mr. Cameron led a busy life before 
the book tour, but he emphasized that 
“anybody who loves America needs to 
make time for this.”

“We’re at a critical time in our nation’s 
history. If we don’t do something now, 
we’re going to lose so much ground that 
we’re going to wake up one day and fi nd 
we’ve lost the vision of what liberty and 
freedom even is,” Mr. Cameron said. “And 
there’s going to be no one to blame but 
parents when children ask us, ‘What was 
it like in America when it was free? When 
it was good?’ If we lose faith and moral 
integrity, then we’re done.”
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Actor Kirk Cameron says the traditional, faith-based message of his book is what’s drawing popular demand during his tour. His intention, he said, is not to sell books but to 
counter the cultural drift  to the left  in a “fi ght for the hearts and minds of our kids.”

rate of 42%.
Of the 3,000 posters for the campaign 

that have been printed, 1,000 are being 
paid for by the offi  ce of D.C. Mayor Mu-
riel Bowser and 2,000 by restaurateur 
Andy Shallal, the founder and CEO of 
Busboys and Poets.

Distributing the posters at Busboys 
and Poets has particular resonance for 
patrons of the restaurant.

One man was killed and what police 
said was an “unintended victim” was 
shot outside the Anacostia eatery on 

Dec. 28, police said at the time. In Feb-
ruary 2022, armed men entered the K 
Street Northwest location demanding 
money but fl ed without taking anything, 
police said.

What Mr. Pannell said is diff erent 
about this surge in violence versus the 
one 30 years ago is how brash the crimes 
are and how young the shooters and 
victims are.

“We see a number of the shootings 
have been a bit more brazen, particularly 
daytime shootings,” Mr. Pannell told The 
Times. “You see perpetrators who have 
no problem shooting in crowds of people, 
we see more young folks — children 
— getting shot and killed, and then we 

actually see more young people getting 
involved [in the violence].”

A shooting near the Congress Heights 
Metro Station on Jan. 2 left 17-year-old 
Martez Toney dead.

This weekend, 13-year-old Karon 
Blake was fatally shot by a homeowner 
with a registered fi rearm in Brookland 
after the boy was accused of trying to 
break into cars.

Karon’s death sparked an outcry from 
the community and local politicians.

Council member Zachary Ward, 
whose Ward 5 includes the Brookland 
neighborhood in Northeast, scheduled 
a community meeting Tuesday night to 
ask the Metropolitan Police Department 

and the U.S. attorney’s offi  ce in D.C. “to 
hold accountable the individual who 
took Karon’s life.”

Ms. Bowser addressed the teen’s 
death during her weekly media availabil-
ity Monday. “We would rather be talking 
about a 13-year-old going to school today 
than to talk about him being killed on one 
of our streets,” she said.

The mayor didn’t delve into the facts 
of the case or the progress that po-
lice or prosecutors have made in their 
investigation.

Ms. Bowser vetoed a major rewrite 
of the city’s criminal code last week 
because she said it was too soft on gun 
violence. She said violence has become 

an acute problem among the city’s young 
residents.

Despite that stance, the D.C. Council’s 
unanimous passage of the code means 
members likely will overrule her veto. 
If so, the code would take eff ect in Oc-
tober 2025.

Mr. Pannell, the man behind the 
“Thou Shalt Not Kill” posters, said the 
signs would be placed in windows of 
businesses and organizations throughout 
the city’s four quadrants.

“We’re going to raise some more 
money so that people will be able to 
have lawn signs,” Mr. Pannell told The 
Times. “When we say ‘everywhere,’ we 
mean everywhere.”
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